Fairfax City Microbusiness Preference Program

A fair, open, and transparent procurement program is the best approach to making city business
opportunities available to all suppliers. The City of Fairfax maintains a competitive procurement process
and does not have a preference or set-aside program for small businesses, women-owned businesses, or
minority-owned businesses.

However, under the Code of Virginia §15.2-965.2, the City has created an exception to enhance micro-
business participation in local government procurement practices. Adopted May 24, 2022, by the Fairfax
City Council, this program gives qualified businesses a direct pathway to smaller contracts. It is designed
to reduce barriers for Fairfax City microbusinesses and to help build the past performance needed to
compete for larger government contracts.

Microbusinesses located in Fairfax City that meet ALL of the following requirements may receive orders
up to $25,000 without competition if the price is fair and reasonable:

e Location: Business must be located in Fairfax City — can be cross-checked with
e Size: No more than 25 employees
e Revenue: No more than $3 million in annual revenue

e Certification: Must be certified as a microbusiness by the Virginia Department of Small
Business and Supplier Diversity (SBSD)

Steps to participate in the Local Microbusiness Preference:

1. Confirm you meet the criteria above.

a. To confirm if your business address is located within city boundaries, use the Interactive
City Planning & Property Map to search by address.

b. If you are not certified with the Virginia Department of SBSD, check out the Certification
Tutorial and Application. There is no cost for certification in Virginia.

2. Send your SBSD electronic approval letter and business capability statement to Fairfax City
Procurement Director at Patti Innocenti, Patricia.Innocenti@fairfaxva.gov.

a. Need help with the SBSD certification or want to learn more about doing business with
the Commonwealth? Contact Chris Ley, Business Services Manager, Northern Virginia
(804-212-4647).

b. Need help with your capability statement? Organizations like the Virginia APEX
Accelerator can assist with capability statements and government contracting readiness.

For orders above $25,000, these will be posted on Virginia’s eProcurement Marketplace. We encourage
you to:

1. Register: Sign up for a free eVA account at eva.virginia.gov and complete your business profile.

2. Find: Browse Virginia business opportunities on eVA and opportunities on the City of Fairfax’s
Current Solicitations. Check out the tips for success there as well!

3. Prepare: Download documents, check for addenda.

4. Submit: Electronic submission through eVA before deadline.
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